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ÅCollaborative review of the FrogWatch 
USA program

ÅAre you field ready?

ÅReview of local frog calls

ÅSubmitting your data
ÅAssessment process and certification. 

FrogWatch Review



ÅResearch collaboration between scientists and 
volunteers 

ÅExpands opportunities for scientific data 
collection 

ÅProvides community members access to scientific 
information

What is Citizen Science?



What are the benefits of participating in 
FrogWatch?



ÅLearn about and explore the nature of science

ÅCollect scientific data on frogs and toads

ÅLearn more about wetlands and local 
amphibian diversity

ÅSpend time in 

community wetlands

What are the benefits of participating in 
FrogWatch?

Lake Los CarnerosGoleta, CA 



What can FrogWatch Data Tell Us?



ÅDescribe local species diversity

ÅDetect rare and invasive species

ÅSuggest shifts in species diversity, range, and 
phenologyover time

ÅServe as an indicator of wetland health

ÅInform the development of land management 
strategies

What can FrogWatch Data Tell Us?



ÅAmphibians

ÅDeclines

ÅHabitats

ÅProtocols

ÅTools

Are you field ready?



What are the three orders of amphibians? 

Frogs and Toads

Salamanders 
and Newts

Caecilians



Local Anurans? 

ÅHow many local anuran species do we have in Southern 
California?

Å African Clawed Frog (invasive)
Å Arroyo Toad
Å Baja California Chorus Frog
Å Bullfrog (invasive)
Å California Chorus Frog
Å California Red-legged Frog
Å Foothill Yellow-legged Frog  (only high altitudes!)
ÅWestern Spadefoot
ÅWestern Toad



Factors responsible for Amphibian 
Decline
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ÅThe presence of plants that are known to 
grow in saturated conditions

ÅSoils that lack oxygen

ÅWater that is visible on the surface year 
round or seasonally 

ÅThe existence of amphibians at the site

What defines a wetland?



Types of wetlands


