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“SUNSET SIPS”   

WINE, VIEWS, GIRAFFES, MUSIC, ART, AND MORE AT 
SANTA BARBARA ZOO’S AL FRESCO AFTER-HOURS 

GATHERINGS, STARTS THURSDAY, JUNE 16 
 

 Third Thursdays on June 16, July 21, August 18 & September 15 from 
5:30 p.m. to Sunset (7:30 p.m.) Outdoors on the San Barbara Zoo Hilltop 

 Local Wine and Other Beverages, “GO VINO” Wine Glass, Appetizers, 
Mini Art Exhibits, Live Music, Giraffe Feeding, & Zoo Train Ride 

 NEW “The Wine Down” Post-“Sips” Food & Wine Talks in Palm Garden 

 $30 per Person, Aged 21 and Older, Tickets at www.sbzoo.org 

 
Santa Barbara, CA, June 5, 2016 – Guests can drink in the view – and local wine – at Sunset Sips, 

four evening summer events held at the Zoo’s scenic hilltop on the third Thursday of June through 

September. This year brings more local wineries, more live music, more tasty treats, and more art by 

local artists. New this year are “The Wine Down,” post-“Sips” talks by local food and wine experts. 

Sunset Sips are held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., followed by the Wine 

Down talk until 8 p.m., on Thursday, June 18, July 16, and August 20. Tickets 

are $30, and are sold online at www.sbzoo.org and at the door the night of the 

event. Ages 21 and older only, no children. 

“The Zoo’s hilltop is such a lovely spot to relax and enjoy long summer 

twilights,” says Rich Block, Zoo CEO. “Just like our Zoo Brew and Roar & Pour Wine Festivals, 

here’s a time to gather, enjoy an adult beverage, and take in the beauty of the Zoo as the sun goes 

down. And yes, drinks are allowed on the Zoo Train!”  

In addition to tastings of wine, beer, hard cider, and sparkling wines, each evening also includes 

appetizers, live music, a mini art exhibit by a local artist, plus a giraffe feeding, Zoo Train ride, and 

GO VINO commemorative glass. Couches and a lounge-like setting on the Zoo’s scenic hilltop 

provide a comfortable place to enjoy the libations and panoramic views of the ocean, mountains, 

and city.  



 The wineries pouring at June’s Sunset Sips include Barefoot Wine, Cebada Wines, DV8 Cellars, 

and music is provided by Bamblume. Artwork on view that evening has been created by the Zoo’s 

animals, and is available for sale, with all proceeds benefitting the Zoo.  

New this year: animal, food, and wine experts speak on a variety of topics in “The Wine Down” 

immediately following the events, approximately 7:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., in the Palm Garden. The 

schedule is as follows, subject to change:  

June 16 – Nicholas Wigle of Super Bee Rescue discusses beekeeping and offers tastings of 

honey mead. 

July 21 – Wes Hagen of J. Wilkes Wines discusses how wine is responsible for modern 

science, and how animals in the wild get intoxicated. 

August 18 – the founders of Le Sorelle of Italy reveal secrets of olive oil production and 

offer samples on homemade bread. 

September 15 – Sandy Newman, winemaker and owner of Cebada Wines, about their organic 

berry farming and port-making. 

# # #  

 
Known as one of the world’s most beautiful zoos, the Santa Barbara Zoo is located on 30 acres of botanic 
gardens and is home to nearly 500 individual animals in open, naturalistic habitats. It is accredited by the 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), representing the highest level of animal care, and participates in 

AZA endangered species programs for Asian elephant, California condor, Channel Island fox, and Western 
lowland gorilla, among others. A private 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, the Santa Barbara Zoo depends on 

community support, not tax dollars, for operations and improvements. Visit www.sbzoo.org. 
 


