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VOLUNTEERS WANTED TO IDENTIFY AND COUNT  
LOCAL FROGS AND TOADS FOR “FROGWATCH”  

AT THE SANTA BARBARA ZOO  
 

 “Citizen Scientists” Help With Amphibian Conservation Program 
 Must Attend Both FrogWatch Trainings: February 21 & 28 
 Many Previously Abundant Species in Serious Decline  

 
(Santa Barbara, CA, February 1, 2014) – They live in backyards, parks, fields, creeks or just about 

anywhere, but in many areas their numbers are dwindling. The Santa Barbara Zoo is calling for 

volunteers to help identify and count local frogs and toads as part of the national FrogWatch 

USA conservation program. The information gathered may ultimately lead to practical and 

workable ways to stop amphibian decline. 

 Those ready to “jump at the chance” must attend two Zoo training sessions, held Thursday, 

February 21 and 28 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Reservations are required. For more information or to 

register for FrogWatch, email Dr. Estelle Sandhaus at esandhaus@sbzoo.org. More information 

is available at www.sbzoo.org/conservation/frogwatch-usa.  

 “Volunteers do not have to be frog or toad experts to join FrogWatch, says Dr. Sandhaus, the 

Zoo’s Director of Conservation and Research. “They don’t even touch and 

rarely see the little critters, but instead are trained to listen for the croaks, 

peeps, trills, and other calls of common local species.” 

 Volunteers monitor a site of their choosing for at least three minutes 

twice a week throughout the breeding season, which ranges from about 

February to August. It can be a favorite wetlands, creek, or other amphibian habitat. Nine species 

are found in the local area, including two endangered species: California chorus frog, Baja 

California chorus frog, Western spadefoot, American bullfrog, foothill yellow-legged frog, red-

legged frog (endangered), African clawed frog, Western toad and arroyo toad (endangered).  



 FrogWatch USA is the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ (AZA) flagship citizen 

science program that allows individuals and families to learn about the wetlands in their 

communities and help conserve amphibians by reporting the calls of local frogs and toads. For 

over ten years, FrogWatch USA volunteers have been trained to enter their information.   

 “Frogs and toads play an important role, as both prey and predator, in wetland ecosystems.  

They are considered indicators of environmental health,” notes Dr. Sandhaus. “Many previously 

abundant frog and toad populations have had dramatic population declines both in the United 

States and around the world. It is essential we understand the scope, scale, and cause of these 

declines.” 

 For more information and to hear frog calls, www.sbzoo.org/conservation/frogwatch-usa or 

www.aza.org/frogwatch. 

# # # 
 

The Santa Barbara Zoo is open daily from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; general admission $15 for adults,  
$12 for seniors 64+, $10 for children 2-12, and free for children under 2. Parking $6.  

The Santa Barbara Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).   
AZA zoos are dedicated to providing excellent care for animals, a great visitor experience, and a better 
future for all living things. With its more than 200 accredited members, AZA is a leader in global wildlife 

conservation, and is the public’s link to helping animals in their native habitats. 
 

 

 
 
 
 


